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CHAPTER 151

LOTTERIESCONTROL

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART |
Preliminary
1. Shorttitle.
2. I nterpretation.
PART I

Control of Lotteries
3. L otterieswithout licenceunlawful.
4. Establishment and congtitution of Committee,
5. Functionsof the Committee.
6. Applicationfor licenceto hold alottery.
7. Feespayable.
8. Lottery tax.
9. Chancesof winning prize or prizesto be shown onticket.

10. Security for performance of obligationsin respect of lottery.
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PART Il

Offences and Penalties

11.  Offencesinconnectionwithlotteries.
12.  Onusof proof
13.  Only appointed agentsmay assist promoters.
14. Person under sixteen yearsnot to be given, sold or offered for sale
any paper or ticket relating to alottery.
15. No lottery to be conducted on Good Friday or Christmas Day.
16.  Offencesby bodiescorporate.
17.  Offencespunishableonsummary conviction.
PART IV
General
18. L ottery licence may berevoked.
19. Exemption of certainlotteries.
20. Money paidin|ottery recoverable.
21.  Power toissuesearchwarrant.
22.  Power of arrest.
23.  Offencesby sdlers.
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24. A personengaged inobtaining evidencefor prosecution not an
accomplice.

25.  Offencesand pendlties.

CHAPTER 151 Ch. 169,
R.L.1958.
CAP118,
LOTTERIESCONTROL RE 1080.1990.
) 100f 1962.
[15th April, 1954]  190f 1963,
40 0f 1963.
16 of 1966.
14of 1982.
8of 1987.
22 of 1987.
12 of 1992.
42 of 1999.
PART | S.I.540f 1993.
Preliminary
1 ThisAct may becited asthe L otteries Control Act. Short itle.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires.- Interpretation.
“Committee” meansthe L otteries Committee established under thisAct;
“lottery” meansany schemefor distributing prizesby lot or chance but does
not includeraffleswherethevaueof thearticleraffled isnot morethanten
dollars;
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L otterieswithout
licence unlawful.

16 of 1966.

Establishment and
constitution of

“quarter” meansany period of three months commencing onthefirst day of
January, April, July or October;

“ticket” includes, inrelationto any lottery or proposed | ottery, any docu-
ment evidencing the claim of aperson to participatein the chancesof a

lottery.
PART Il
Control of Lotteries

3.-(1) No personshall promote, hold or conduct any lottery unlesshe ob-
tainsalicence soto doin accordancewiththisAct andin such manner andin
compliancewith such conditionsas may be prescribed by the Committee.

(2) Nopersonshdl inany way assist in promoting, holding or conducting
alottery, by sale or printing of ticketsor by advertisement, or by any other
meanswhatever unless and until he has been appointed as an agent of the
person licensed to promote, hold or conduct such | ottery and such appoint-
ment has been notified to and regi stered with the Commissioner of Policeand
the Committee and has not been revoked.

(3) Any personwho contravenesany of the provisionsof subsection (1)
or (2) commitsan offence.

4.-(1) Thereshall beestablished for the purposesof thisAct aCommittee
caledthe*LotteriesCommitteg’ consisting of the Auditor General, the Per-

Committee. manent Secretary to the Ministry for thetimebeing responsiblefor lotteries
12 0f 1992.
control, and four other members.
100f 1962, (2) Theother membersshall beappointed by, and hold office during the
8of 1987. pleasureof, theMinister.
12 of 1992. (3) TheCharman of the Committee shall bethe Permanent Secretary to
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Lotteries Control [CAP.151 7

theMinistry for thetime being responsiblefor lotteriescontrol, and in hisab-
sence, the member el ected by the majority of members present at ameeting
shdll act as Chairman of the Committee at that meeting.

(4) Four membersof the Committeeshall formaquorumandeachmem-  8of 1987.
ber shall have onevote only, except that in the case of an equality of votesthe
Chairman of that meeting shall have asecond or casting vote.

(5 Thereshall beasecretary, appointed by theMinigter, tothe Committee 16 of 1966.
who may issue under hishand licences approved by the Committee.

(6) Any applicationfor alicenceanddl other mattersconnectedwithany — 140f 1982
application shall, other thanin the Belize Didtrict, be madeto the Committee  120f 1992,
through the District Accountant for thedistrict in which theapplicant resides.

5.-(1) Thedutiesand powersof the Committeeshall beto control andregu-  Functions of the
latethe promotion, holding and conduct of |otteriesin Belizeand for that pur- ~ Committee.
posethe Committee shall have power-

(@ to grant written licence to aperson to promote, hold or
conduct alottery in such manner andin such placeand
subject to such conditionsas may be prescribed by the
Committee;

(b) to makeregulationsfor thefollowing purposes-

0] prescribing the method or procedurewhereby money
or money’sworthisto bedistributed or alottedinany

lottery;

IThe function of the former district officer has been transferred to the appropriate officer” as defined
in section 12 (2) of the District Officers (Abolition of Office)(Miscellaneous Amendments) Act No.

14 of 1982.
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8 CAP. 15]] Lotteries Control

(iii) prescribing theform and contents of the application
for alicenceto conduct alottery, of |ottery tickets
and of any other document connected with alottery;

(v)  determiningwhét proportionof thetotal sumof money
derived fromthe sale of ticketsin alottery should be
appropriated to the payment of the prize or prizes,

V) controlling and regulating al mattersconnected with
lotterieslicensed under thisAct;

(vi)  prescribingthemanner inwhich disputes between
holdersof lottery ticketsand sellersof |ottery tickets
shall bedetermined.

400f 1963, (2) Regulationsmade by the Committee under this Act shall not come
into operation until they have been approved by the Minister.

Application for 6.-(1) Every personwhointendsto promote, hold or conduct alottery shall,
licencetoholda  peforetaking any stepsfor that purpose, apply to the Committeefor alicence
lottery. to do so.

(2) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, the Committee may grant to
any fit and proper person-

(@ alicenceto promote, hold, and conduct aspecificlottery;
or

(ii) prescribing the conditionsto be observed by
personsonthe saleor disposal of lottery tickets
andtheliability of any such persons,
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

(b) alicenceto promote, hold, and conduct lotteriesduring the
gpace of any one quarter, half year or ayear; or

(© withthe prior approval of theMinister, an exclusivelicence
to promote, hold and conduct lotteries, or any specifictype
of lottery, during any period not exceeding oneyear.

(3) Alicenceto promote, hold or conduct alottery or lotteriesshall not be
granted to any person who-

(@ isunder the age of eighteen years; or

(b) has been convicted inacourt of law inthefiveyearsimme-
diately preceding the date of hisapplication of any offence
involving dishonesty, or isof known bad character; or

(© inthe opinion of the Committeeisfor good reason an undesir-
able person, the Committee stating thereason for its
opinion at thetimeof refusing thelicence.

(4) Any personwhoisaggrieved by therefusal of the Committeeto grant
him alicenceto promote, hold or conduct alottery may appeal from such
refusal to the Minister whosedecision shall befinal.

(5 Every lottery licensed under thisAct other than alottery in respect of
which ahalf year or an annual licence has been granted, shall be concluded
within ninety daysfromthedate of thegrant of suchlicence.

7.-(1) Upon application to promote, hold or conduct alottery, the applicant
shall pay to the Committeein respect of -

(@ alicencefor aspecificlottery or for agames evening during
the course of which oneor more gamesof chancewill be
operated, afeeof fivedallars;
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10 CAP. 151] Lotteries Control
(b) alicencefor promoting, holding or conducting alottery dur-
ing-
(i) aquarter, thirteendollars;
(ii) ahaf year period, twenty-two dollarsandfifty
cents,
(iii) ayear, forty dollars;
S.I.540f 1993, (0 theexclusverighttopromote, hold or conduct lotteriesof

any specifictypeof lottery during-
(i) aquarter, three hundred and seventy-fivedallars;
(ii) ahalf year period, seven hundred and fifty dollars;

(iii) ayear, onethousand five hundred dollars.

(2) Anannua licenceshal commenceon 1st April inany year and shall
expireon 31st Marchinthefollowing year.

(3) Wherethe Committee has, by regulation, provided that applications
for licencesmust be submitted acertaintime beforethelicenceisto comeinto
force, the Committeemay in itsdiscretion consider any application submitted
after that date upon payment of afurther fee of fivedollars.

(4) Thefeesreceived by the Committee under subsections (1) and (3)
shall bepaidtothe credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund:

! These feescameinto forceonthe 1% day of April, 1993 by virtue of Statutory | nstrument

54 0f 1993.
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Lotteries Control [CAP.151 1

Provided that where any applicationisrefused any feewhich hasbeen paid
under subsection (1) shall be refunded to the applicant.

(5) Thefeespayable under this section may be varied by Order of the
Minister published inthe Gazette.

8.-(1) Subjecttotheprovisonsof section9(3), thereshall beraised, levied  Lottery tax.
and collected atax equal to one-thirtieth of the amount to be paid for every

ticket to be sold in alottery by the person or personsto whom alicenceis

granted to promote, hold or conduct thelottery:

Provided that where aperson isgranted an exclusivelicenceto promote,
hold, and conduct | otteries during aspecific period he may commutetax pay-
able under thissection for such alump sum or sumsasmay, ontherecommen-
dation of the Committee, be approved by the Minister:

Provided further that for any games eveninginrespect of whichalicenceis  170f 1963.
granted the personto whom thelicenceisgranted shdl pay atax of tendollars.

(2) Ticketsinalottery issued or allotted to agents, sellersor other persons
inconsderation of servicesgivenfor thedisposal of ticketsby saleshall for the
purposes of this section be deemed to beticketsto be sold.

(3) Whereitisnot possibleto determinethe number of ticketstobesoldin - 190f 1963.
alottery, or wheretheticketsare not sold but are given away with purchasesor
otherwise, thetax payablein respect of such alottery shall be onethirtieth of
thevaueof theprizesoffered. Thisvalueshall bedetermined by the Commit-
teein such manner asit thinksfit, including referenceto theinvoicesor other
documents, if any, relating to the prizes.

(4) Thetax shall beunder themanagement of the Accountant General who
shall collect, receive and account for the samein accordance with such direc-
tionsasmay beissued by the Financia Secretary.
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16 of 1966.

16 of 1966.

Chances of
winning prizeor
prizes to be shown
onticket.

(5) TheCommitteeshal pay all sumsof money received or recovered as
tax tothecredit of “TheOfficial CharitiesFund” at the Treasury and all ex-
penditureincidental to thefunctionsof the Committeein the control and regu-
lation of |otteriesshall be met from such Fund.

(6) All tax due and payable shall be recoverable as a debt due to the
Crownfromthepersonliableto pay the sameand where the aggregate amount
of thetax payable by the person to whom alicence had been granted for a
lottery islessthan two hundred and fifty dollars, that aggregatetax may, with-
out prejudice to any other mode of recovery thereof, be recovered by the
Committeefromthat personinadistrict court asacivil debt.

9.-(1) Subjecttotheprovisionsof subsection (2), noticketinalottery shall
carry more than one chance of winning a particular prize or the chance of
winning morethan oneparticular prize.

16 of 1966.

(2) TheCommittee may makeregulationsto providethat inany particular
lottery or typeof lottery aticket may bear morethan one chanceof winninga
particular prizeor thechance of winning morethan one particular prize.

(3) Wherein exercise of the powers conferred by subsection (2) the
Committee hasby regulation provided that aticket may, in aparticular [ottery
or type of |ottery, carry morethan one chance of winning aparticular prizeor
the chance of winning morethan one particular prize, for the purposeof levy-
ing the gppropriatetax under section 8, theamount to bepaid for theticketsto
be sold shadl becalculated asif only onechancewere availableon such ticket.

Security for 10.-(1) Every persontowhom alicenceisgranted under the provisions of
pgforma”‘?e of section 6 (2) shall, for the performance by him of every obligation of whatever
obligationin kind in connection with thelottery or lotteries, make acash deposit or enter
respect of lottery. . . . . .
16 of 1966. into abond in favour of the Committeein such sum asthe Committee shall
require.
(2) Every such bond shall be given with such number of suretiesasthe
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Lotteries Control [CAP.151 13

Committeemay requireinany particular case.

(3) In case aperson to whom such alicenceisgranted failsto pay any
prize money, tax or other sum due by himin connection with thelottery or to
perform any other obligation which heisbound to perform, the Committee may
deduct from the cash deposit made by such person or may suefor and recover
from that person or hissureties such sum of money asmay besufficient for the
purposeof satisfying thedebt or obligation duein respect of thelottery.

PART Il
Offences and Penalties

11.-(1) Every personwho, inrespect of any lottery for whichalicencehasnot ~ Offencesin
been granted under thisAct, or in respect of any lottery which has been li- ;30””6_”“0” with
cenced but for which heisnot registered and approved as an agent- gt;”l?%_

(@ printsany ticket for usein Belize; or

(b) sellsor distributes, or offersor advertisesfor saleor
distribution, or hasin hispossession for the purpose of sale
or distribution, any ticketsor chancesinthelottery; or

(© prints, publishesor distributes, or hasin hispossessionfor
the purpose of publication or distribution-

0] any advertisement of thelottery; or

(i) any list (whether completeor not) of prizewinners
or winning ticketsinthelottery; or

(i) any such matter descriptive of thedrawingor in-
tended drawing of thelottery, or otherwiserelating
tothelottery, asiscalculated to act asan inducement
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(d)

©

(f)

()

(h)

to personsto participatein that lottery or in other
lotteries; or

buysor selsor hasin hispossession any paper, ticket, list,
printed matter, document or book relating to such alottery;
or

bringsor invitesany person to send into Belize, for the pur-
poseof saleor distribution, any ticket in, or advertise
ment of , thelottery; or

sendsor attemptsto send out of Belizeany money or valuable
thing received in respect of the sale or distribution, or the
identity of the holder, of any ticket or chanceinthelottery; or

usesany premises, or causesor knowingly permitsany pre-
misesto beused, for purposes connected with the promotion
or conduct of thelottery; or

causes, procures or attemptsto procure any person to do
any of theactsmentioned in thissubsection,

commitsan offence.

(2) Any tickets, lists, papers, printed matter or documents whatsoever
found in the possession of any person suspected of having committed an of -
fence under this section shall be brought before the court, and the court may
order any such tickets, lists, papers, printed matter or documentsto be de-
stroyed or otherwise disposed of .

(3) Insubsection (2), “ court” meansaCourt of Summary Jurisdiction.

Onus of proof. 12. If any personisfound in possession of any ticket, list, paper, printed
matter, document or book purporting or appearing to relateto alottery, the
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

onusshall be upon such personto prove-

(@ that theticket, list, paper, printed matter, document or book
doesnot relatetoanillegal lottery; or

(b) that theticket, list, paper, printed matter, document or book
relatesto alottery for which alicence hasbeen granted under
thisAct.

13.-(1) Every person licensed under this Act to hold, conduct or promote a
lottery who employs any other person to assist himin any way other than an
agent gppointed under and in accordancewith the provisonsof any regulations
made by the Committee commitsan offence.

(2) Whereany personisfound sdllingticketsor inany other way assisting
inthepromotion, holding or conducting of alottery which hasbeen licensed, he
shall be deemed to have been employed to so act by the person to whom a
licenceto hold such lottery was granted unless such licence holder shall prove
otherwise,

14. Every personwho gives, sdlsor offersfor saleto any person under the
ageof Sixteenyearsany paper, ticket or token authorising, or for the purpose of
enabling or entitling, any personto receiveany money or valuablething onany
event or contingency of or relating to any lottery commitsan offence and shdl
beliableto afine not exceeding onethousand dollarsor toimprisonment for a
term not exceeding six months, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

15. No person shall hold, conduct or promoteany lottery on Good Friday
or Christmas Day and every person so doing commitsan offenceand shall be
liableto afinenot exceeding onethousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm
not exceeding six months, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

16.  Where aperson convicted of any offence under this Act isabody
corporate, every person who at the date of the commission of the offencewas
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adirector or officer of the body corporate shall also be deemed to beguilty of
that offence unlesshe provesthat the offence was committed without hisknowl-
edge.

Offencespunish- ~ 17.  All proceedingsfor offencesunder thisAct shal, unlesswhereitis
Eg'ni‘/ ?;is(‘;r’]“mary otherwise provided, be taken under and in accordance with the Summary
CAPOS Jurisdiction Acts.
CAP. 99.
PART IV
General
Lottery licence 18.  Alicencegranted under the provisionsof thisAct may berevoked at
may berevoked.  gny time by the Committeewithout compensation for breach of any condition
statedinthelicence.
Exemption of 19.-(1) Nothing contained inthis Act shall apply to any lottery promoted,
‘ig”?‘{‘g'g;e” & conducted or organised asan incident of or in connection with an entertain-
© ' ment for any charitable or deserving object for which alicence has been ob-
tained from the Committee.
(2) Theentertainmentsto which thissection appliesare bazaars, sal esof
work, fancy fairs, fetesand other entertainmentsof asimilar character.
(3) Thegrant of alicence under the provisionsof thissection shall-,

(@ authorisethe promoter to sell lottery ticketsfor aperiod not
exceeding ninety daysbeforethe entertainment in respect of
whichitisgranted takes place, and

(b) authorise children under theage of sixteentosdll lottery tickets
in connection therewith.

(4) Licencesissued under the provisionsof thissection shal befreeof
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Lotteries Control [CAP.151 17

charge.

20.-(1) No objectionto any contract, bill of exchange, cheque, promissory ~ Money paidin
noteor other transaction of any kind relating to any |ottery licensed under this ~ lottery recover-
Act shall betaken or allowed in any court of law on the ground that such ale.

contract, bill of exchange, cheque, promissory note or other transactionisun-

der any law inforcein Belizedirectly or indirectly tainted withillegality or is

againg publicpalicy.

(2) Any person towhom prize money or money’sworth of any kind be-
comesdue and payablefrom any lottery licensed under thisAct may recover
the samefrom the person liableto pay and shall be entitled to bring any pro-
ceedings necessary to recover such prize money or money’sworth.

(3) Any person who has paid any money as the value of any ticket or
chanceinany lottery may recover the samefrom the person whowaslicensed
to conduct thelottery in casethelottery isnot completed or thereisfailure of
consderation otherwise.

21.-(1) Any Justiceof the Peace, if satisfied by information on oath that thereis  power to issue
reasonable ground to suspect that any premisesarebeing used for thepurpose  searchwarrant.
of the commission of an offenceunder thisAct in connection with alottery or

proposed | ottery, may grant awarrant under hishand authorising any police

officer at any timeor timeswithin onemonth from the date thereof to enter, if

necessary by force, the said premisesand every part thereof, and to search for,

seizeand removeany documents, money or val uablething therein which hehas

reasonabl e ground to suppose are on those premisesfor any purposewhich

congtitutesan infringement of any provision of thisAct.

(2) The court before which a person is proved to have committed any
offence under thisAct inrelationto alottery or proposed lottery shall order to
beforfeited any coins, bank-notesand currency notes produced to the court
which are shown to the satisfaction of the court to represent the price of tickets
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Power to arrest.

42 of 1999.

Offences by
sellers.
100f 1962.

120f 1992.

CAP 99.

CAP. 99.

or chances, or prize money, or prizesin the lottery, and shall order to be
destroyed all documents (other than bank-notes and currency notes) pro-
duced to the court which are shown to the satisfaction of thecourt torelateto
the promotion or conduct of thelottery.

22.  Any member of thepolice department may arrest without awarrant
any person whom he reasonably suspectsto bein possession of any ticket,
list, paper, printed matter, document or book in respect of alottery for which
alicence hasnot been granted under this Act and take him forthwith beforea
justiceof the peace who shall thereupon cause such personto be searchedin
hispresence.

23.-(1) Every Hler of lottery ticketsshd |l ddliver to the personfromwhomhe
hasreceived thelottery ticket books, not later than fifteen minutesbeforethe
time set for thedrawing of any lottery, al thelottery ticket bookstogether with
al remaining unsoldticketsand all moniesfor ticketssold. Every such sdller
whofailsor neglectsto comply with any of the provisionsof thissubsection
commitsan offenceagaingt thisAct.

(2) Wheresuch asdller isconvicted of an offence under the provisionsof
thissection, the court may order that the seller makesfull compensation, to
any person conducting alottery whoisinjured by the commission of the of -
fenceand who hashad to pay prizemoney to the holder of any ticket fromthe
book delivered to such sdller.

(3) Any sum ordered to be paid ascompensation shal belevied uponthe
goodsand chattel sof such saller inaccordancewith the provisionsof section
100 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Procedure) Act, and the court may, inits
discretion, instead of issuing adistresswarrant, order the seller, on non-pay-
ment of the sum, to beimprisoned for any term not exceeding theterm pre-
scribed under section 100 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Procedure) Act.

(4) For the purposesof thissection, theword “ seller” meansan agent of
aperson licensed to promote, hold and conduct alottery under thisAct and
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Lotteries Control [CAP.151 19

whose gppointment has been notified in writing to the Committee and the Com-
missioner of Police.

24. A padliceofficer or other person authorised by the L otteriesCommittee A person
to do any transaction with any lottery ticket or any document purportingtobe ~ engaged in
alottery ticket for the purpose of obtaining evidencefor any prosecutioninany ~ OP@ining

.. . . evidencefor
court of law for the commission of any offenceunder thisAct or theregulations prosecution not
madethereunder shall not be deemed to bean accomplice, andtheevidenceof  an accomplice.
such person shdl bevalid and effectual for al purposesand such personshall ~ 8of 1987.
be acompetent witnessto give evidence before the court that hearsthe case.
Any such court shall admit in evidence thetestimony of suchawitness. Sucha
person shall not be deemed to have committed any offence by so doing the

transactions.

25.  Saveasotherwiseprovided by thisAct, any person convicted of any  Offences and
offence under thisAct or any Regulationsmade thereunder shall beliableon  penalties.
summary conviction, for thefirst or second offence, to afinenot exceeding five

thousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years, or to

both; and shall, for the third or subsequent offence, shall betried onindictment

and shall beliableto afinenot exceeding ten thousand dollars or toimprison-

ment for aterm not exceeding five years, or to both such fine and term of

imprisonment.
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